Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

BLAGKRo ’{Omd v

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm. to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

| 1. Wo have put in place amangements for efiactve finaccial | FELE (15 ACcouing stemants 0 accordence
Man@pament during the yoar. and for he preparation of / with the Accounts and Aual Regulations
the accounling statements

| 2. We maintaned an sdequale system af intemsl conyrol / Miie proper aTENEOMeNts and sccepied rosponaWy
Acluding Measunes designed 10 prevent and dessct fraud for safegunrding the putlc money and resowces in
and comuption and reviewad &s efecovansss Rs charge

3. We tock all reasonable steps 10 sssure ourselves has onfy done afar ( fas the legl! pomer 40 do and has

18l there are no matiens of sctual or potential comphed” with Praper Practices in dong 3o

non-complance wih laws. regufabions and Proper
Practicas that couid have 8 significant financial efect
on the abilty of Tis authority % conduct its

busness or manage ity fnances

4. We provided proper opponuniity Surng the year for
e exercise of slectors fghts in accardance with the
fequirements of !e Accounts and Audt Regulations

5. Wo camied oul an sssessment of tha fisks facing this
MOy andd 100k appropnate steps 1O Mmanage haose
Nsks. Inchoing the miroduction of internal controls andior
exiemal Insuance cover where rmgured

6. We mantained throughout the year an adequate and / frranged for 3 compelent Devson. nanpande! of the ﬂ;n;ncw

durinag the yoar gave o persons inferesied Me cwnw o
WIpecT and ask QUeSHons abot this awthanty's ccowils

conswinred and documentad the fnavcisl and ofher maks o
fACRs ancd deal with tham progerty

effectva systam of internal audit of e accounling conlrols and procedures, 10 Qe an obeCHive view an whothor
7OCOICS ano control systoms. ST CINirods mesd Mg needs of Mus smaler Ahony !

fapondced o mattars drcoght! 1o ity atenton Dy s and
axtemal suo

7. We tock sppropnate acsioe on 8l matiers rased
in reparts from imsemal and extemad auct

8. We consicered whelher any Migation, labsltes o VRSB avenyiinng f SHoWl Rave aboul 23 business achvwly
cammiimants, avents or ransactons. oocurming edher ddng e year moluang avents tkking place aflor the yew
aqunng or after the yearend have a fnancid impact on end f rassant
this autharity and, where appropeiate, bave included them
" P Accouning statements

. (For locad counces only) Trust funds nciucing
chantasie. In our capacity as the soks managing
Fusion we discharged our accountatsiity
responkibilties for the fundisyassets, inchating
financiad reporing and. ¥ required, ndependan

| examinaton or sudic

‘Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

Fias met al of its responsibiites whare, as 2 body
gomovale. if s 2 sole managng lrustee of a oo
DUST Or Trusts, [

This Annual Govermnance Statemant was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meetng of the authority on approval was given
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

BDLAKROD Toun Crvaicii-

1. Balances brought

Total balances and resorves &t the begwnning of the year

forward ")q l €1 g3 l{"jq, as recorded 1 the fnancial records. Value must agree fo
| Box 7 of previous year
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Tor.:ram-.\m' of precept (ar for 'Das 'arcs and levies)
Levies ‘] ‘5 8 —" 8] | 58 O recaived or recewable in the year. Exclude any grants
4’ réceived
| 3. (+) Tolal othar receiply | Tota! ncome or receipts as recorded i the cashbook less
‘ 5 0) ‘+ bbq \0 'b ihe precep! or raleslevies received (ine 2) Include any
| | grants recelved
4. (-) Staff costs Total expendiure or payrments made to and on behall
5 | of all employees. Include grnss salanes and wages
q' t 3) 5 0Ll employers NI contribubions, symployers pension
| CONtBUtOns gratuties and sevevance payments.
5. () Loan mtaresticapdal Yr:.fa.‘ expondiive or payments of capital and mrems!
repayments — - madeé dumng the year on the authomty’s Dovrowings (If any). |
6. (-} All other payments Total expendiiue or payments as recorded in the cash-

JL 5 Sq Jj ﬂ 0 } book less staff costs (ine 4) and oan Interest'cantay
repayments (We 5) |

7. (=) Balances carmad Tota! balances and reserves at the end N the year Must
forward L%Bq—’)lk )\5"‘)& 3 oqual (14243) . (4+5+6)
8. Tetal value of cash and - Tha sum of al current and deposit bank accounts. cash
short term invesiments £ 44 NSy § A | holdngs and short ferm investments heid as st 31 March —
‘ To agree with bank reconciliation J
[
| 9. Total ixed assets plus The value u' al the pvoperty the aurhcw‘, OWns - -1 & made
long term Invastments 21 7-,% 1 113, 2 | woof aV ks Fxed assets and long term investments as af
and asses 27 March
10. Total borrowings The cutstanding capital balance as &l 31 March of alf loans
l\) | N | S frovn thivd parties (inchuding PWLE;

| 11a, Disclosure note re Trust funds The Councll. as a body comporate. acts as sofe frustes and
l (Including chartable) 15 responsibve for managing Trust funkds or assets

’ 11b. Disclosura note re Trust funds / | The figures in the accounting statements above
(ncluding chartable) | exclude any Trust Iransactions |

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accountng | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountat My | approved by this authonty on this date
Returm have been prapared on either a receipts and payments
Or iIncome and expendiure basis following the gudance in 03 l ok J‘-Q-

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitoners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financal position of this authority

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before baing Y ' Ao Jub-
presented to the authority for approval

‘ as recorded in minute reference

Signad by Chair of the meeling whese the Acgounting

= il Slatemenls were approved
[ RS | R 5
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Section 3 - External Auditor’'s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Blackrod Town Council - LA0022

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Govemnment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - hitps://\www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority Is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn (AGAR),
In our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provisien during the year 2023/24 for the exercise of public rights, by answering Yes'
to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ tol
this Assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answerin,
‘Yes' to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct,

Other matlers not aflecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

INone

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Retumn, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024,

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
Extemal Aucor Signature Pt Littlejeta WP Date 12/09/2024
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